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PREFACE 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  Department 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1955.  This  is  the  fifth  report  which  I 
have  presented  to  you  and  it  will  also  be  the  last  as  I shall  be  leaving  your 
service  shortly. 

An  examination  of  the  ensuing  pages  will  show  that  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  continues  to  give  cause  for  satisfaction.  Although  the  younger 
generation  was  affected  during  the  year  by  one  of  the  periodic  outbreaks  of 
measles,  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred.  One  case  of 
paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurre<3,  in  the  autumn,  at  Llanbadarn  Fawr  and  four 
cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  from  scattered  points, 

Tho  number  of  deaths  registered  during  tho  year  was  176  - nine  more  than 
in  1954  but  thirty  seven  fewer  than  in  1951  which  was  one  of  the  peak  years 
for  deaths  in  Cardiganshire,  Sixty  seven  persons  died  from  heart  disease, 
thirty  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (strokes)  and  twenty 
eight  from  cancer.  The  remainder  died  from  a variety  of  causes. 

The  number  of  registered  live  births  was  137  - a decrease  of  twenty  four 
over  the  previous  year.  Six  illegitimate  births  were  recorded  as  against  ton 
in  the  previous  year.  Three  stillbirths  were  registered  - the  same  number  as 
in  1954.  Seven  infants  died  under  tho  age  of  a twelvemonth  - an  increase  of 
three  on  the  preceding  year.  No  mother  died  as  a result  of  childbirth. 

Twelve  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  wore  notified  during  tho  year  - an 
increase  of  two  over  1954.  It  should,  however,  bo  remembered  that 
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ascertainment  has  now  reached  a high  degree  of  perfection  and  an  increase 
in  numbers  notified  does  not,  of  necessity,  imply  an  increased  incidence 
of  tuberculosis. 

It  became  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts 
in  the  case  of  several  persons.  Details  of  these  cases  are  given  later  in 
the  Report, 

A more  detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  department  together  with  a 
separate  section  by  Mr,  D,  G,  Bowen,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  will  be  found 
in  the  ensuing  pages. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Ai*©£1  ( m Q.CI*GS  »o«  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Popiilation  (Census  1951)  •••  

Population  (Registrar  General* s Mid-Year  1955)  ••  ••• 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1955...  •••  •••  ••• 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1956  •••  

Sura  represented  by  a penny  rate  1955/56  •••  ••• 

Estinated  sum  to  be  obtained  by  a penny  rate  1956/57  .• 


• • • • • • 


• • • • • • 


• • • • • • 


• • • • • • 


140,728 
10,966 
10,820 
...  £30,735 

...  £74,703 
£123 
£298 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Number  of  registered  live  births  ... 


Number  of  registetred  still  births  .. 


• • • • • • 


> • • • • 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  . ... 


Nmber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks, 


Number  of  deaths  of  women  ascribed  to  childbirth 


Total  Male  Female 


...  Leg  o 
Illeg: 

..  Leg: 
Illeg: 

••  Leg: 
Illeg: 

..  Leg: 
Illeg; 

• • • • • • 


131 

6 


77 

2 


3 

7 

7 

Nil 


5 

5 


54 

4 


Number  of  registorod  deaths 


...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176  81 


95 


Areal  comparability  factor  for  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.18 


Areal  comparability  factor  for  deaths  •••  ...  ...  °...  0»71 
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G eneral  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Aroa 


In  addition  to  the  general  nodical  services  provided  by  registered 

medical  practitioners  the  following  ancillary  services  arc  provided  by  the 

lecal.  health  authority: - 

(a)  An  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  at  Aberystwyth. 
In  these  areas  not  readily  accessible  from  Aberyst\^yth,  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  receive  medical  advice  from  their  own  doctors. 

(b)  Infant  welfare  clinics  are  held  fortnightly  at  the  following  centres; 
Taliesin,  Borth  and  Llanbadarn  and  weekly  at  Aberystwyth. 

(c)  The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  carried  out  by  the  district 
nurses  who  are  also  State  Registered  Nurses. 

(d)  One  health  visiter  covers  the  northern  half  of  the  district  and  another 
the  southern  half, 

(e)  Home  nursing  is  in  the  hands  of  the  district  nurse, 

(f)  Vaccinatien  is  carried  out  by  the  person’s  own  medical  attendant  but 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  performed  partly  by  the  former  and 
partly  by  medical  officers  of  the  local  health  authority, 

(g)  No  ambulance  is  statiened  in  the  Rural  District,  The  headquarters  of 
the  ambulance  service  are  situated  in  Aberystwyth  from  which  four 
ambulances  operate, 

(h)  Arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  illness  consist  in  periodic  talks  and 
advice  given  by  the  staff  of  the  lecal  health  authority, 

Caro  and  after  care  is  in  the  hands  of  the  health  visiter  and  the 
district  nurse.  Tuberculosis  cases  are  also  followed  up  by  the  Chest 
Physician’s  health  visitor, 

(i)  Domestic  help  is  provided  by  suitable  persons  engaged  locally. 
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Registrar  General *s 
Code  Number 


CAUSES  OF  DEA.TH 
Cause  of  Death 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria, 

Whooping  cough, 

Meningococcal  infections, 

Acute  poliomyelitis ,,, 

Measles ,,,, 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases,..,. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus , , 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms*, •• 

Leukaemia,  alcukaemia, ,,, ,,,*, 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system,,,.,,,,. 

Coronary  disease , angina, 

Hypertension  x-rith  heart  disease,,,,,,,.,,.. 

Other  heart  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza; 

Pneumonia, 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system, 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 
Gastritis , enteritis  and  diarrhoea, , . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis, 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth,  abortion, 

Congenital  malformations ,,..•,,*,***,••***, 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases *,,,, 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents, 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war, 


Number  of  deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

if 

9 

6 

6 

- 

2 

2 

4 

7 

11 

1 

1 

10 

20 

30 

15 

14 

29 

4 

3 

7 

15 

16 

31 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

- 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

- 

4 

2 

2 

7 

15 

22 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

81 

95 

176 

Total 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  notifications  of  infectious  disoase, 


other  than  tuborculosis^  roceivod  during  tho 
Cholom  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

year. 

• d • 

• • • 

9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Diphtheria  ,,  

• • • 

0 • • 

• • • 

9 • • 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Dysentery  (amoebic  and  bacillary). 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Encephalitis  • . • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  ,«•  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

4 

Malaria  •••  •••  ••• 

« * • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 0 9 

Nil 

Measles  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

104 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

• • • 

• • • 

• 0 • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever . , . • . • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Plague  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Pneumonia  (acute  primary 

2nd  acute  influenzal)  •• 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Poli  omy  eli  t is  • • • • • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9-9  9 

1 

Relapsing  fever  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

1 

Typhoid  fever  ,,, 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Typhus  fever  •••  ••• 

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  .»• 

• « • 

0 9 • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

8 

Eiysipelas  . • • . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 9 • 

9 9 9 

9 

9 

9 9 9 

Nil 

8 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  follovdng  table  shows  the  sex  and  ago  distribution  of  the  twelve 
now  cases. 


AGE  GROUP RESPIRilTORY  NON-RES  PIR/iTORY 


I4ale 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

_ 

5-9 

mm 

10-14 

3 

15  - 19 

2 

. . 3 

20  - 24 

1 

1 

25  - 29 

1 

30  - 34 

_ 

35  - 39 

mm 

40-44 

mm 

45  - 49 

mm 

50  - 54 

mm 

55  - 59 

_ 

60  and  over 

1 

_ 

1 Totals 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 
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SECTION  in  OF  THE  NATIONiX  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  /iM) 

NATIONAL  ASSISTiiNCE  (/iMEND^t)  ACT.  19^ 

Case  No,  1.  Tills  was  an  olderly  nan  of  some  means  who  lived  alone 

at  Llanfihangel-y-creuddyn,  He  had  stopped  the  food  van 
from  calling  and  had  refused  to  purchase  coal  from  the 
coal  merchant  although  ho  had  ample  means  to  pay  for  both. 

He  seldom  went  out  and  depended  upon  a distant  relative 
for  food.  She  pushed  food  in  through  a window  - she  was 
not  allowed  inside  the  house  - and  after  her  departure  he 
would  consume  it.  Passers  by  on  the  road  had  heard  him 
shout  through  the  letter  box  that  ho  was  starving. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  his  own  doctor  to  caL 1 but 
he  was  refused  admission.  After  much  difficulty,  the  sanitary 
inspector  and  myself  were  able  to  engage  him  in  a fairly 
lengthy  conversation  through  an  open  window.  We  were, 
however,  unable  to  see  him  as  he  refused  to  come  out  from 
behind  the  curtains.  It  was  elicited  that  he  suffered 
from  pains  of  various  sorts  and  it  was  evident  that  a 
thorough  physical  and  mental  examination  was  urgently 
called  for, 

iln  order  was  obtained  from  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
his  removal  to  the  Lampeter  Welfare  Home,  The  assistance 
of  the  police  was  obtained  and  after  much  difficulty  the 
man  was  removed  by  ambulance.  After  medical  attention  and 
good  feeding  at  the  Welfare  Home  the  man  improved  very 
greatly  and,  thereafter,  went  to  live  with  relatives  of  his. 

The  order  was  made  for  tliroe  weeks  and  no  renewal  was 
applied  for. 

Case  No,  2 This  was  a lady  who  lived  with  her  son  at  Eglwysfach, 

The  neighbours  had  complained  about  the  foul  stench 
emanating  from  the  house.  Despite  warnings  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Welfare  Officer  the  conditions 
did  not  improve.  On  an  inspection  in  company  with  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  the  house  was  found  to  be  filthy  and 
verminous.  Five  bucketfuls  of  excreta  were  found  in  the 
house  and  it  was  ascertained  from  the  tenant  that  she 
found  the  lavatory  too  far  to  visit.  As  each  bucket 
filled  up  a new  one  was  purchased! 

Application  was  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to 
the  Talybont  Magistrates'  Court  for  her  removal  to  a 
Welfare  Home,  Although  given  an  opportunity  to  appear 
in  court,  she  did  not  attend.  Both  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
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myself  gave  evidence  and  the  magistrates  granted  an  order 
for  her  removal  to  a^ Welfare  Home  for  a period  not  exceeding 
ttoee  mont.is.  She  died,  from  coronary  tlirombosis,  a fortnight 
after  admissiono 

^ eighty  who  lived  on  her  own  near 

Llanbadam,  Repeated  attempts  liad  been  made  by  the  relatives 
to  persuade  her  to  go  and  live  vdth  them  but  at  the  last  moment 
she  ^variably  changed  her  mindo  Tliis  had  meant  dlismissing  a 
furniture  van  on  one  occasion.  The  old  lady’s  house  was 
verminous  and  ^ the  vdndows  were  stuffed  with  rags  and  papers  to 
exclude  all  light.  She  herself  was  obviously  very  anaemic  and 
undernourished.  She  had  admitted  saving  one  pound  a vreek  from 
her  National  Assistance  Allowance  for  the  past  nine  months. 

After  all  attempts  to  persuade  the  old  lady  to  obtain  proper 
care  had  failed,  it  became  necessary  to  apply  to  a Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  her  compulsory  removal  to  a chronic  sick 
hospital,^  She  had  to  be  removed  on  a stretcher  as  she  was  so 
weak  and ^ it  was  not  suiprising  that  she  died  some  weeks  later. 
The  Justice’s  order  was  granted  for  a period  of  three  weeks 
and  was  not  renewed, 

^Before  compulsory  action  was  taken  in  any  of  the  above  cases,  every 
possible  means  of  effecting  care  and  attention  by  voluntary  means  was 
adopted.  Any  person  likely  to  bo  able  to  help,  such  as  the  local  clergyman 
or  minister,  or  the  councillor  for  the  area,  was  contacted  before  compulsory 
action  was  taken.  In  each  case  the  relatives  were  informed  that  application 
to  the  magistrates  was  contemplated  and  none  had  any  objection  to  offer. 

Many  other  cases  were  visited  and  kept  under  observation. 

It  is  felt  that  domestic  help  in  the  early  stages  would  prevent  many  of 
these  old  people  from  deteriorating  physically  to  an  undue  extent  and  also 
assist  in  keeping  the  house  reasonably  clean  and  tidy.  Unfortunately,  many  of 
these  old  folk  possess  means  and  resolutely  refuse  to  pay  for  a Home  Help,  One 
old  gentleman  in  a certain  part  of  the  county  was  known  to  possess  between 
£25,000  and  £30,000  vehemently  refused  to  pay  for  a Home  Help  on  •ffelio 
grounds  of  expense.  Neither  the  courts  nor  the  county  council  has  power  to 
require  a person  to  receive  the  services  of  a Home  Help  even  when  it  vra.s 
desperately  needed.  The  only  course  open  to  the  Health  Department  is,  in 
many  cases,  to  watch  the  situation  deteriorate  until  it  is  sufficiently  bad 
£or  an  application  for  compulsory  removal  to  be  made  to  the  magistrates. 
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HTTEmTATION/iL  HEilLTH 

A nimber  of  international  vaccination  certificates  of  persons 
residing  in  the  Rural  District  and  proceeding  to  certain  destinations 
overseas  were  authenticated  in  the  prescribed  nanner.  This  duty  is 
carried  out  under  World  Health  Regulations  No,  2, 

PORT  HE/XTH  AUTHORITIES  AND  RIPARIAN  AUTHORITIES 


Although  the  Aberystwyth  Rural  District  Council  is  a riparian 
authority,  there  are  no  ports  in  the  area  which  foreign-going  ships  or 
coastal  shipping  enter. 


I,  MORGAN  WATKIN 
MEDIC;CL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


Cardiganshire  Joint  District  Councils, 
Swyddfa’r  Sir, 

ABERYSTIOTH. 

May,  1956, 
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ATOAL  REPORT  OF  SAMTARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  YEAR 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER.  1955. 

Mr,  Chairnan  and  Gentlenon, 


I have  pleasiiro  in  submitting  to  you  the  annual  report  of  my  Department 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 

1.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AMD  RENTS  ACT,  19 

Under  this  Act  a survey  of  the  housing  accommodation  in  the  area  was 
made  incumbent  upon  the  Council,  The  survey  had  to  be  completed  by  the 
31st  August,  1955j  and  a return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  as  soon  as  possible  after  that  date.  This  sui-voy  was 
comploted  and  tho  estimated  number  of  imfit  houses  was  261, 

2.  HOUSING  ACT.  1936. 

A start  was  made  on  scheduling  some  of  these  unfit  houses  for  demolition 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  it  was  decided  to  deal  with 
the  worst  properties  first. 

Twenty  two  houses  wore  scheduled  and  notices  sent  to  the  owners  to 
appear  before  tho  Council  to  show  cause  why  Demolition  Orders  should  not 
be  made  on  their  propertios.  The  results  of  this  procedure  is  shown  in 
the  statistical  section  embodied  in  this  report. 

Representation  of  these  sub  standard  dwellings  is  one  tiling.  To  secure 
their  demolition  and  clearance  is  another  matter,  which  is  governed  by  the 
ability  of  tho  Council  to  build  new  dwellings  to  ro-house  tho  occupants  of 
the  slum  dwellings.  This  is  not  easy  and  depends  to  a Ijirge  extent  on  the 
financial  position  of  the  Council, 

3.  HOUSING  ACT,  1949  - IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  giving  grants  to  property  owners 
to  improve  their  premises  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 

During  tho  year  twenty  eight  grants  wore  approved  to  the  value  of 
£8,095*  A considerable  amount  of  work  is  entailed  in  approving  houses  for 
grant j estimating  tho  amount  of  approved  expendituro|  and  supervising 
the  actual  work  while  in  progress  before  certification  on  completion. 

Fifty  one  houses  wore  inspected  as  a preliminary  to  approval  being  given 
to  a grant. 

Sixty  inspections  wore  made  to  houses  whore  work  was  in  progress  to 
supervise  the  work,  and  to  ensure  it  was  being  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  tho  plans  and  specifications  approved  for  grant.  Improvements  wore 
complotod  satisfactorily  at  fifteen  houses. 
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4.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19 A8. 

A nimbcr  of  persons  wore  certifiod  by  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
being  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  their  renoval  to  suitable 
institutions  or  hospi tills  was  supervised „ Some  of  then  went  voluntarily; 
othorR  were  difficult  and  had  to  be  fercibly  removed  under  Orders  obtained 
from  the  Magistrates  Courts,  The  houses  vacated  by  these  people  were 
frequently  verminous  and  not  the  least  distasteful  duty  was  the 
disinfestation  of  these  houses  afterwards. 

5.  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Weekly  samples  were  taken  of  the  Northern  Division  Water  Supply  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysiso  These  were  invariably  returned  as 
"Highly  Satisfactory",  Every  effort  was  made  to  talco  froquent  samples  of 
local  sources  supplying  isolated  villages  and  hamlets.  No  serious 
pollution  was  revealed*  The  supplies  at  Llanafan  and  Abermagwr  are 
chlorinated  and  the  supply  at  Llanddeiniol  is  filtered  by  means  of  a Meta- 
filter, and  these  were  of  a consistently  good  standard  of  purity. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  Southern  Division  Water  Supply  Scheme, 
The  mains  were  extended  from  Penrhyncoch  to  Capel  Seion  ajid  nearly  to 
Llanilar  during  the  year*  This  has  proved  a boon  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
villages  on  tho  route  which  wore  without  a satisfactory  water  supply. 

The  consent  of  the  Council  was  given  in  a number  of  cases  where 
application  was  made  by  farmers  to  use  water  supplies  on  their  lands  for 
drinldLng  and  domestic  purposes.  Consent  was  wit held  in  those  cases  where 
the  analysis  of  the  water  showed  it  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  number  of  samples  were  taken  during  the  year;- 

Northern  Division  Supply  ••*  51 

Private  Supplies  and 
Village  Supplies  •••  o*.  o,.  93 

Field  advisory  work  was  also  carried  out  at  various  sources  on  receipt 
of  results  of  analysis* 

6,  FOOD  AI€)  DRUGS  ACT.  1938 

Fifty  six  inspections  of  various  food  premises  were  made  and  no  serious 
defects  were  apparent, 

7,  MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Every  effort  was  made  to  carry  out  a 100^  inspection  of  all  moat 
slaughtered  at  tho  licensed  slaughterhouse  at  Llangvyryfon  and  this  was 
achieved.  The  condition  most  froquontly  met  with  was  fascioliasis  or 
fluke  disease  in  the  livers  of  lambs,  oxen  and  pigs. 
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No  gonoralizGcl  disease  was  encountered  which  merited  total  seizure  of 
carcase  and  organs,  and  tho  quality  of  the  neat  was  very  good. 

Tuberculosis  sonetines  occurred  in  heads  of  pigs.  This  was  invariably 
localized  in  the  head,  and  after  seizure  of  the  head,  the  rest  of  the 
carcase  was  passed  as  fit  for  hunan  consumption.  See  Appendix, 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  remains  at  one. 
During  the  year  en  application  was  received  for  a licence  to  use  premises 
at  Tonybwlch  Farm,  Ehydyfelin,  as  a slaughterhouse.  Advice  was  given  to 
the  applicant  on  the  construction  of  the  building  to  adapt  it  as  a 
slaughterhouse,  and  plans  were  in  due  course  received  of  the  proposed 
slaughterhouse  and  approved  by  the  Council, 

The  applicant  however  waa  refused  planning  permission  by  the  County 
Planning  Committee,  and  in  view  of  this,  it  was  not  possible  to  approach 
the  Ministry  of  Food  to  ask  for  their  approval  to  the  issue  of  a licence 
under  Section  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193^,  for  the  use  of  these 
premises  as  a slaughterhouse. 

There  is  also  a I^nackers  Yard  in  tho  area,  the  licence  for  wliich  was 
renewed  for  one  year  by  the  Council, 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and  investigated  with  the 
view  of  tracing  the'  source  of  infection.  The  amount  of  unsound  food 
surrendered  by  sho]>-keepors  and  caterers  was  less  than  the  previous  year. 

This  seems  to  suggest  that  methods  of  processing  airi  handling  food  are 
improving. 

Registration  was  granted  to  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  creon.  No 
premises  x^ere  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  Most  ice  cream 
sold  in  the  area  is  prepacked  which  helps  to  reduce  contamination  in  handling, 

A number  of  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  for  examination  by  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  for  cleanliness, 

8,  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 


The  number  of  millc  distributors  on  the  Council’s  register  as  defined  in 
the  Regulations  is  three,  Deo.lers  Licences  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milks  were  granted  to  ten  dairymen.  The  premises 
used  by  these  dealers  as  dairies  were  all  inspected  prior  to  renewal  and 
granting  to  the  relevant  licences, 

9,  PUBLIC  HEi\LTH  ACT,  1936, 

A register  of  complaints  was  kept  and  327  complaints  of  statutory 
nuisances  were  entered  in  the  register  and  investigated.  Most  of  the 
nuisances  were  abated  by  service  of  informal  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936, 
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10.  DR/ilNAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  clecuiGing  of  tho  following  ditches  nnd  wntercoursos  for  which  the 
Council  is  responsible  was  carried  out:- 

Borth  Loat 

Llanbadam  Pullbrook 
Dolhalog  Ditch 
Quebec  Ditch 
Llangawsai  Ditch 
Brynrodyu  Ditches 
Goginan  Sewer  Outfall 
Uaunfawr  Water  course 
Pontrellyn  Ditch 
Rhydyfelin  Ditch 
Dolybont  Ditch 
Doldau  Ditch 

These  were  all  cleansed  and  naJLntained  so  as  to  cause  a,s  little  nuisance 
as  possible,  and  conplaints  as  to  their  condition  were  few  and  far  between. 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  on  a rechargeable  basis  was  continued  and 
during  the  year  eighty  two  cesspools  were  cleansed,  /irrangenents  were  nade 
for  the  hire  of  a mechanical  cesspool  emptier  from  Aberaeron  Rural  District 
Council,  Tills  machine  does  the  work  more  expeditiously  and  more  hygienically 
at  a slightly  lower  cost  to  the  house  owners,  and  the  service  given  was 
quite  satisfactory  and  much  a.ppreciatod.  Environmental  sanitation  could  bo 
improved  by  the  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  for  such  villages  as  Borth, 
Tailybont  and  Llanbadarnfawr, 

11,  PREVENTION  OF  DAMGE  BY  H5STS  ACT,  19 A9. 

Inspection  of  private  dwellings  for  the  existence  of  rats  was  done  in 
conjiincrbion  \d.th  the  Housing  Survey  and  699  premises  wore  inspected,  A few 
minor  infestations  were  found  and  treatments  were  carried  out  using  Warfarin, 
Tho  number  of  farms  inspected  was  increased  to  conform  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  No  infestations  were  found, 

A reservoir  infestation  occurred  suddenly  at  Borth  Tip  and  quick 
measures  ha.d  to  be  taJeen,  A very  hoa.vy  treatment  was  done  and  the 
infestation  was  reduced  considerably.  Subsequent  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  at  Borth  and  Llanbaxlarn  Tips, 

Borth  Tip  was  also  given  a heavy  surface  treatment  \d.th  Gammexajie  tip 
dressing  to  era.dicate  flies  during  the  hot  summer  season.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  soirve  any  notices  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949. 


► 12.  REFUSE  COLLECTION 
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It  was  decided  to  extend  the  refuse  collection  services  to  take  in  those 
parishes  where  there  was  no  previous  collection  and  steps  were  taken  to 
implement  the  Council *s  decision  by  ascertaining  what  areas  were  in  need  of  a 
collection  and  the  most  expeditious  routes  to  take. 

Refuse  was  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  at  Borth  and 
Llanbadarnfawr.  The  dumping  of  refuse  into  rivers  and  streams  continues  even 
where  there  are  refuse  collections  made  and  this  is  a disheartening  feature 
and  most  difficult  to  control,  and  causes  serious  pollution  of  rivers  in  the 
area.  It  reflects  very  badly  on  the  villagers  concerned.  The  erection  of 
signs  prohibiting  the  practise  seems  to  be  the  only  way-  to  deal  with  this 
nuisance . 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  refuse  collection  seirvice  is  the  absence 
of  proper  dustbins.  This  reflects  upon  the  householders  and  not  upon  the 
Council  or  its  refuse  removal  contractors. 

It  Would  be  a good  thing  if  every  household  possessed  an  impervious 
dustbin,  haying  a tightly  fitting  cover  to  prevent  dissimination  of  dust  and 
germs  from  the  stored  refuse.  As  things  are,  all  kinds  of  recoptaclos  are 
being  used,  from  wooden  boxes,  buckets  and  old  oil  drums,  none  of  which  have 
covers.  There  are  exceptions,  and  some  householders  put  out  their  refuse  in 
proper  covered  bins,  but  these  are  in  a minority.  Dustbins  should  bo  made 
of  impervious  material  and  should  have  tightly  fitting  covers,  in  every  case, 

13.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  seven  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Council’s  area.  An 
improvement  in  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  was  apparent  during  the 
year,  when  two  more  of  these  camping  sites  converted  Elsan  Closets  into  water 
closets. 

The  camps  were  regularly  supervised  during  the  camping  season.  No 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred.  Occasional  camping  takes  place  at 
various  places  in  the  area  and  is  most  difficult  to  control, 

14.  INFECTIOUS  DISE/iSES. 

No  epidemics  occurred  and  the  infectious  diseases  which  were  encountered 
were  isolated  cases  of  tuberpulosis*  poliomyelitis  and  scarlet  fover. 
Disinfection  was  Oarr^od  diit  in  eadh  dase^  ahd  inquiries  made  in  an  attempt 
ta  tiJace  thi  source  of  infection. 
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15.  BUILDING  BYEUWS 

The  work  of  Building  Inspection  was  taken  over  and  during  the  year  131 
plans  of  new  dwellings  and  alterations  to  existing  dwellings  were 
scrutinized  and  presented  to  the  Council  for  approval  under  the  Building 
Byelaws,  Every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  these  buildings  during  the  course 
of  their  construction, 

16.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  Register  of  Factories  is  now  fifty  two. 
Deletions  and  additions  were  made  to  the  register  as  they  were  notified  by 
H,M,  Inspector  of  Factories,  so  as  to  bring  the  register  up  to  date. 

The  nur.iber  of  bakehouses  remains  at  five,  and  line  washing  was  carried 
out  at  six  monthly  intervals  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  No  complaints  were 
received  against  the  quality  of  the  bread  produced  in  any  of  these  balcehouses, 

17.  STATISTICAL  SECTION  OF  THE  REPORT 


The  follovri.ng  statistics  are  given  to  conform  with  the  terms  of  Article 
31  of  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925, 

(i)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ,,,  .,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  26l 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority  .,,,  24 

(iii)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a view  to; 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  5 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  .,.  ,,,  22 

(iv)  The  nmber  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  17 

(v)  Number  of  houses  wliich'were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

fox'*mal  notxces  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  2 

(vi)  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  14 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  in  rospect  of  which  an  undortald.ng  was 

accepted  under  Section  11  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ,,,  6 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  demolished 
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IS, The  follovring  statistics  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  terns  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

/vRTICLE  27.  SECTION  IS. 


(a)  Number  of  inspections. 2,759 

(b)  Nature  of  Inspections 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  nuisances,  319 

Housing  inspections 1,259 

Rodent  control  inspections,,, 699 

Inspections  of  food  premises,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 56 

Inspections  in  connection  with  water  supplies 140 

Inspections  in  connection  v/ith  drainage,, ' 3'^ 

Inspections  in  connection  with  filthy  premises.,, 3 

Inspections  in  connection  vm.th  infectious  diseases,., 12 

Inspections  in  connection  -with  food  poisoning, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  4 

Miscellaneous  inspections 229 

ARTICLE  17.  SECTION  4. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded,,,,,, 7 

Number  of  families 10 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein,,,,,,, 56 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 1 

( c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcro^^;ding  relieved, , Nil 

Number  of  persons  concerned, Nil 

(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  the  local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for' the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

have  again  become  overcrowded,, Nil 

19,  THE  STATISTICS  OF  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Number  of  cows  killed,.., 51 

Number  of  calves  ld.lled,» ,,, ,,,,, 10 

Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  Icilled, 714 

Number  of  pigs  killed 25 

Ikimbcr  of  horses  killed, , Nil 


(b)  Number  of  cows  inspected..,, 51 

Number  of  calves  inspected 10 

Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  inspected,, 714 

Number  of  pigs  inspected,,,.,,,.... ,., 25 

Number  of  horses  inspected,,,,, Nil 
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« 19  - 

^ diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

(c)  Whole  carcases  condemned.,,,,,,,,,, 

(d)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
^ows 

Calves. ..,.*!!! »•••••••••• 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

Pigs !!!!!!!!,'!!!;!! 

Horses ,,,, 

(e)  ^rcentage  of  the  niMber  inspected  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

90^  Fluko  in  Livers 

oalves. , ,Nil 

Sheep  and  Lambs Fluke  in  Livers 

.Nil 

Horses, , , ,Hil 


Tuberculosis  only 

(f)  Whole  carcases  condemned,,,,,,,,, 

(g)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned,  Pigs 

(h)  Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis 

K-gs 


Cysticercosis 


(l)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
(J)  Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration, 
(k)  Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


Nil 


45 

Nil 

701 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

2 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


D,  G.  BOVJEN 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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APPENDIX  1. 


INSPECTIONS  for  ptirposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  b7  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


, 

; 

1 i 

i Premises 

' (1) 

M/c  ' 

line 

No, 

(2) 

i 

Number  on 
Register 

(3) 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(4) 

Number  of 
Written  Notices 

(5) 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
prosecuted 
(6) 

P^c 

Line 

No. 

(7) 

J (i)  Factories  in  which 
; Sections  1>  2,  3>  4 and 
■ 6 are  to  he  enforced  hy 
Local  Authorities 

1 

19 

12 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

• (iii)  Other  Premises  in 
1 which  Section  7 is 
i enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers ’ premise s ) 

2 

34 

42 

2 

3 

5 

15 

3 

TOTAL 

58 

69 

1 

1 

APPENDIX  2 


GASES  IN  mCH  DEFECTS  NSRE  FOUl^D 
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